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I was honored to be admitted to the GEAP in
the Language Center of University of Adelaide.
Thanks to ISP and University of Adelaide, I got
the opportunity to study in one of the best
universities in Australia for two weeks. It is the
first time that [ have been abroad. Even before
leaving for Australia, I began to imagine the
new life in South Part of the earth.

My first destination is Melbourne and the
Great Ocean Road. The experience in the city,
ordering food and checking in in English for
example, did help me adapt to the new
circumstances of the country. What’s more, the

Road impressed me so much that I didn’t leave
until the sun completely fell down the horizon.
My first impression of Australia is far more
beautiful than the sunset I saw.

After three days in Melbourne, I left for
Adelaide, where I stayed with my host family,
Paul and Jean, for the next fortnight. At first, I
worried that staying in a host family could be a
great challenge since communication could be
very hard due to cultural differences and
misunderstandings. But it turned out to be
unnecessary. Paul and Jean are really nice.
They not only provided me with comfortable
accommodation and fantastic food but also
invited me to their party with their friends,
which indeed made me feel like a part of their
family and life. However, it was fairly hard for
me to keep up with their conversations at first.
All that I could do is to smile and nod
constantly. Exactly at that time, Paul, Jean and
their friends tried their best to engage me in
their conversations by keeping asking my
experiences in China and my opinions on some
issues. I eventually made it. Even if I was
abroad, I was not alone.




On Australia Day, January 26th, we went to the
Hallett Cove for hiking first and had a great
lunch facing the sea. Then we headed to the
Compass Cup, a typical Australian countryside
party. Cow racing and alpaca shaving were the
most amusing things for me.

At last, we drove back to the city to watch the
Gala held in Elder Park. On our way to the
park, we saw a large load of people in the
parade wearing various costumes of their own
countries, which indeed made me sense the
cultural diversity of Adelaide and Australia
directly. And I got to know The Veronicas, a
famous local music group, whose music is
exciting and full of energy. The firework show
afterwards was awesome t0o.




Apart from my life with host family, the time I
spent with my friends was also unforgettable.
In class, we discussed with passion to finish
the tasks and compete with other groups, Koala
and Kangaroo. Out of the class we hung out
together in Rundle Mall, explored new
restaurants, visited the art gallery and went to
the beach to see the sunset.
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What’s more, our outstanding teachers, Rachel
and Emma paid a lot attention to our studying.
They tried to make classes more interesting
and engaging by leading us to some attractions
to finish tasks. By visiting Rundle Mall,
Rundle Street, Central Market, Migration
Museum and the Museum of Adelaide, our
knowledge was enriched. The aboriginal
culture and the history of immigration
deepened our understanding of the cultural
diversity in Australia.




The tour in Cleland Wildlife Park organized by
Language Center gave us a great opportunity to
access to the animals. We even got a chance to
touch a snake and a lizard!

However, it’s a pity that we didn’t get a chance
to hold a koala and take a picture because of
the heat. Still it was a great trip!

The Bush Dance was also interesting! All the
students danced together. And I made a new
friend from Hangzhou at the party.




It is an absolutely wonderful experience in
Australia. I not only made friends with people
of different backgrounds, but also got my
English trained. Additionally, being brave
enough to talk to people is really big progress
for me. Without going out to see the world, we
can never know how trifling we are.

Hope one day I could go back to Australia to
meet my host family and obtain a chance to get
further study in the University of Adelaide.
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TRAVEL NOTES OF A SHORT TERM STUDY IN AUSTRALIA
ADELAIDE

..................... IN MEMORY OF THE PRECIOUSE TIME
1.ABSTRACT

This short term study is designed for learning English and
experiencing Australia culture. My purpose for writing this article is
not just for recording the precious memories . | also want to
express my thankfulness to all the people | met during the trip in
Adelaide ,especially my teacher Rachel ,my home stay
family(Craig , Cathy and Abbey), the leader of the team Mr.Yang,
the work fellows in the University of Adelaide and my classmates.
Thanks for their hard working , we hade a uniquely unforgettable
summer in Adelaide. Moreover, | hope this article can be useful to
the future students who want to take part in this meaningful and
memorable short term study. In respect to my teacher Rachel’s

arduous teaching, | decide to use English for my travel notes.

2.A TOTALLY TOUR GUIDE FOR FUTURE STUDENTS






2.1.an overview of the 1* day’s orientation activitie and a brief

introduction of the campus

In the first day, we were supposed to meet each other at the
ground floor of 115 Grenfell Street in which the English Language
Center is located. And after that, a teacher in ELC will lead us to
the lecture room in the Napier building (with a sign written Law

school) .

So the first meeting for all the students from China was in the

lecture room in the Napier building, our ISP students were divided



into small classes with about 13 members each group and after
that a Chinese lecturer invited by the ELC gave a brilliant speech
about culture differences between China and Australia to all the
Chinese members joined by other students from diverse colleges

in different provinces.

After the lecture, a very friendly young man working for the
University of Adelaide led us walking through the campus and
gave an orientation to help us getting used to the environment
here .Next | want to mainly introduce a building that you may
spend most of your spare time. In the central part of the campus
stands a large modern architecture. Most students do the self
learning ,social talks and enjoy their meals in this building which is
called Hub Central. It has enough spaces for all kinds of activities
and you can even find a math learning centre inside the building.
But do remember don’t speak too loud or disturb other students
here. In the north of the Hub Central locates a gorgeous library
and don’'t make any noise in the library even in the vacation time.
The Hughes building is located in the south of the Hub Central. A
Confucius school is on the first floor of the Hughes building and

there’s a piano in the lecture room inside the building.

If you look at the map of the whole North Terrace Campus, you
can easily figure out the usages of some buildings with obvious
names like “Molecular Life Sciences” and “Physics” .Barring these,
you can also find most of the buildings have uniquely strange
names. | can tell you that the graduate center is on the 2" floor of
the Schulz building, the school of mathematical science is in the

Ingkarni Wardli building, the Hartley building is used for elder



music study, and the Madley building is used by the students
who'’s major is jazz. You can find more according to your major
and interests by yourselves. After the visit of the campus, we went
back to the same lecture room this morning and finished the
rudimentary steps of enrollment. Meanwhile , the work fellows in
ELC gave us some practical tactics about how to fully enjoy our

trip here under the condition of maintaining safety.

There’s an important thing that | should highlighted. Your students
email address of the university of Adelaide can be kept for a while
(about 3 months) after validation. If you want to apply for a post-
graduate degree during the period, you can harness the email
address to get more attention from the colleges that you are

interested in.

2.2.How to get your ID card and metro card in the University of

Adelaide

Firstly, go to the Hub Central ,find the area painted blue under the
words “Ask Adelaide”. Then register your student ID using the
computer there. After that ,follow the blue signal with arrow ,you'll
find a room for taking photos and it won't be long before you get
your ID card . All these procedures for getting your ID card just
takes less than 5 minutes except the time waiting in a line ,it's
impartially to say the students service staff are working very
efficiently here. After getting your ID card, you can go to the
souvenir shop next to the entrance of the Hub Central to get a
student’s metro card, which means a considerable discount. You

can choose either a recharging card or an unlimited card for



several weeks with more discounts. It depends on your daily costs
for taking a bus. A full price bus ticket charges 5.5 Australian
dollars which is very expensive and it can be used just for 2 hours.
These two cards will be a crucial part in your daily life and it is

very convenient that you can get them within 15 minutes without

leaving the
building.
2.3.Four
main places
<« for lessons

matroticket www adelaidematro.com.au

and activities

$ 5.50 RG 7% JA22 093

Goncession Tickat holders must oarry proof of their entitlemant

A. The
Engineering
North

{UISNI dVW | aas= Building

Walking into the campus from Gate 22 and go straight along
the road. When you have just passed the Hub Central and the
Engineering South Building, the Engineering North Building will
be on your right hand. Most of the courses will be held in the
2" floor of this building. And take care of the signals for which
floor you are ,cause the 2" floor doesn’t mean you can reach

there after climbing 2 layers.
B. The Ligertwood Building

This building is built on the southern east corner of the

campus .Walk into the campus through the Gate 22 ,it’s located



on the east side of the underground. One or two courses will

be held in this building and the last day’s Certifications
Presentation will be held here after the last course . In addition,
you are supposed to bring some food with you for the last

day’s graduation party.
. The 115 Grenfell Street

This skyscraper is located directly opposite to the Adelaide
arcade ,which leads directly to the Rundle mall .We are
supposed to aggregate on the ground floor of this building on
the first day morning and the noon before we go to the wildlife
park. Besides, one or two lessons will be held on the 11" floor
in this building, especially in the days under a super high
temperature. The modern building has the best air conditioner
among all these architectures , so it's very cozy to study in the

building.
. Nexus 10 Precinct ,Hub and Tower

The building is adjacent to both the North Terrace street and
the Pulteney street and is at the intersection of these two
streets .More clearly , it is located directly opposite to the gate
22 of the University of Adelaide . So you'll get to the building
just across the North Terrace street from the gate 22. The last
enrollment session on the 3" day will be held in the Nexus
Computer Suite , which is on the 2™ floor of this building.
What's more, you can do the self study on the ground floor or
the undergrounds of this building. And | have a good news for

piano players , you can find a well maintained piano with



85keys donated by a local piano manufactory just when you
walk into the entrance, the pitch and feel of the piano is pretty
good. Don't be concerned about making some noise on the

ground floor of the building, it's designed for that.

2.4 Some tips for senior students and postgraduates

The University of Adelaide is one of the top eight universities in
Australia and it's famous for its researching projects. If you want
to find more information about the postgraduate study including
the doctor of philosophy or ask some questions about your major,
you can go to the Schulz building level 2 where the graduate
center is located. Or you can send an email to this email

address : graduate.centre@adelaide.edu.cn for more help . They

surely will answer back and give you a satisfactory answer cause |

have already tried it.


mailto:graduate.centre@adelaide.edu.cn�

Either you want to apply for a master’s degree or a degree of

doctor of philosophy, there would be more than one rounds and

pay attention to the deadline of each round

3.ABOUT MY TEACHER RACHEL, ALL THE COURSES AND THE
ACTIVITIES



Firstly, I must emphasize that Rachel is the best English teacher

I've ever met. She’s always very patient and serious with our
guestions even if some of which are not about learning English.
Rachel accurately pointed out my weakness parts in English, which
are some special pronunciations like |e| and |th], and the
grammars in my English writing and made a great contribution for
me to improve these parts below the marks. Except for that,
Rachel showed us what are the proper behaviors of a kindly and
responsible teacher. She’s a good standard for all the English
teachers and she inspired us of a good manner for treating other
people friendly. I am sure that my experience of meeting Rachel

will become a precious treasure for my whole life.

Secondly, I want to emphasize two main extraordinary harvests I
received after all the courses in Australia, which are the

importance of punctuality and cooperation. People here are very



strict with the deadlines of the work. Take students’ homework for
example, the professors won't accept a homework if it was handed
in just a few minutes later. Remember to be strict about the time
points and never delay your personal works. As for the team-work
spirit, I would like to use the team oral presentation in class for
example, professors won't permit a team presentation with only
one member speaking. The performance of every student in the
group will be included in the judgments for final scores. That
means the performance of other students in your team will
influence your score , the professors won't just take your own
performance into the consideration. So remember to be cooperate

and try to work with your teammates.

Next | will illustrate my experience for courses and activities in
details ,barring the first day which is arranged for getting familiar
with each other, and the Australia Day’s break on Monday, for
January 26™ was a Saturday, There are 8 main courses and 3
collective activites in total. Although the first day’s class time is
very limited, we also finished a brief research about the Rundal
mall. Next I will begin with the second day’s course and illustrate
the contents of the courses and activities separated into two parts,

then summarize these experience in the end.
1) The 1% week

i.  The 2" day: the course in the 2" day was started by saying
“how are you” with a local accent and after that, we did a
listening practice about a city description. Besides, our

teacher taught us grammars of future tense which is very



utility. At the end of the course, we did a brief writing
section about our plan about next 2 weeks using future
tense. The homework for the 2" day is some practice about

using relative clauses.

ii. The 3" day: The course in the 3™ day was started with an
introduction of the migrants in Australia and then we did a
survey in the migrants’ museum. The other half of the
course was mainly about practicing spoken English
surrounding some given topics and we did a test by joining
a dialogue surrounding teaching. In the night of the 3" day,

we joined the bush dance activity .

ii.  The 4™ day: The course in the 4" day was about the
reading and listening of a material talks about the cities and

different parts in Australia.

iv.  The 5" day: The course in the 5" day is started with the
introductions of some websites for learning English and
after that a listening test of a TED speech. The other half

was mainly about a survey in the central market.
2) The 2™ week

i.  The 9" day: Due to the circumstance that most of the
students began to feel exhausted after 3 days of outdoor
playing, the teachers didn’t give us homework in the 2™
week. The course in the 9" day was mainly about a survey

of the drinking habits (different groups with different topics)



and a team work oral presentation. Tips: finish the work by

cooperation, do not try to occupy too much time yourself.

ii. The 10" day: The course in the 10" day was mainly about a
writing test and we went to the wildlife park in the

afternoon.

ii. The 11" day: The course in the 11" day was about the
original people in Australia and we went to the museum

about the original people.

iv. The 12" day: The last day’s course was about making a

presentation to advertise Australia.

At the last day when we were saying goodbye to each other,

Rachel gave each of us a commemorative coin and a memorial

photo of our class.

4.ABOUT MY HOST FAMILY



The short term English and culture study of the University of
Adelaide is famous for the friendly home stay families. | suggest
that you would better not spend too much time with your Chinese
friends and try to spend more time talking English with your host
family. It's a good chance for you not only to study the original
English but also to learn the local customs and how to behave

good manners.

There are five tips for the future students: 1°:Try your best to
save water even if they don’t ask you to do that; 2"*:Just call their
name directly and don’t add Mr. or Mrs. before the name; 3™:Try
your best to use English and don’t use other languages during the
period; 4™:Help your home stay family with homework
positively;5™:make more communications and when you need

their help just tell them.



There’s also
one thing that |
should confess.
The host
families can be
very different
between each
other. They
have different
jobs ,ages ,livin
g conditions,
hobbies and
they even come

from different

countries. But
when they earn the certifications to be a home stay family, they've
already equipped with the qualifications to represent the Australian
cultures and will be happy to spend some time practicing English

with you.

I will use my personal case for example. My home stay family has
three people which are the father Craig who is a native Australian,
his kindly fiancée Cathy whose father is from Italia and his
adorable little daughter Abbey, and a lovely snow-white little dog
Freddie. Craig and Abbey picked me up at the airport and when
we get back home Cathy already prepared a delicious traditional
dinner for me. During the dinner | understood that Craig and

Cathy work very hard for their kids and they live a very regular life.



They will get up at half past six and leave home before half past
seven. They get back home at 6pm every work day and
sometimes Craig have to work on Saturday. They can talk with me
before 9pm which is exactly the dinner and TV time and need to
take a rest after that. Luckily, | have enough space in my own
room and they prepare a cozy bed for me. The more fortunately
things are that | can do the shower without a strict water usage
limitation and their big house is equipped with a powerful air

conditioner.

Here | want to point out the differences between the Australian
foods and ours. In most of the cases, they don’t spend much time
cooking. They eat roasted breads or cereals with fruits for
breakfasts, bring some cooked meats with cheese and vegetables
or just sandwiches for a quick lunch. As for the dinner, they
always have time to cook a more fanny meal, which includes
spaghetti, Indian appétit, roasted chicken or barbeque meats with
salad or fried Chinese dumpling etc. Actually, | am already used to
the eating habits and pretty appreciate this time-efficiency life
style. As for drinks, the most popular three kinds are tea coffee
and milk. What's more, they seldom drink alcohol which is very

essential for a healthy living.

I made my time table according to their schedule and showed my
independency which earns me a lot of praises from Craig and
Cathy .About independency, | mean | should clean my bedroom,
do the laundry, sometimes cook the meals myself and | always try
not to bother them with my personal staffs. According to the well

planed time table, I can make more communications in condition



that I will not bother their normal life. Thanks to their regular
schedule, I cultivated myself a more routinely healthy life style
during the trip. Besides, | learned a lot from our daily talk. My host
family taught me some pure Australian expressions in a valid way.
Most of the times we talked about our cultural differences and
made me think more objectively and rationally about my past and
how to arrange more future. All in all, I really want to thank my

host family for their kindness and company.

5.ABOUT THE FRIENDLY GORGEOUS CITY ADELAIDE




The city is gorgeous with a long history. And the people here are

living friendly to each other. Most of the passengers will say Hi to

the bus driver ,which is also a good manner for us to learn.

Fortunately , | had the opportunity to visit the parade, celebration

concert and the firework show in Australia day January 26" with



my classmates.




All the people in Adelaide filled in every streets and each corners
in CBD and especially in Elder park, which is a scenery that you
can never see in normal days. The carnival went on with orders,

every person took the chance to show their pride for living in a

beautiful country.




Here, | want to mention a journey of self driving in Adelaide. But
at first, if you are not qualified enough for driving, | don’t
recommend you to rent a car in Adelaide. | have already driven
safely for 4 years in Beijing and | did a lot of homework about
driving in Australia which makes me well prepared for all the
prerequisites in advance. To be honest, it is much cheaper for
renting a car in Australia and much safer cause few cars on the
roads. No wonder there will be no traffic jam in Adelaide. Driving
on the tranquil country rods will surely left you a deep impression

for the scenic beauty here.






Finally, 1 would suggest some local bands, such as the Jurlique

cosmetics and the Penfolds wine which can be good gifts with a
lower price than in our homeland. Thanks to the unpolluted
environment of Adelaide ,the Jurlique company can produce these

fabulous cosmetics made by roses.
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